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Isolated Ch arch Sternberg, 
The Brethren Church hue 
many members living isolated 
from organized congregations, 
and who hare, therefore, no op 
porlutiity to attend the public 
services of the sanctuary. In 
some instances, if not nil, these 
isolated members are zealous und 
faithful brethren and sisters, 
who would make earnest work 
era if they had the proper up 
portuuitiea afforded them. They 
are not where they are from 
choice, but circumstances which 
either they were not able to con- 
trol, or which they did not try to 
control; have located them where 
they are, and where ibey are 
famishing for the bread of life. 

There, is great loss entailed to 
the cause of Christ in conse- 
quence ot this state of affairs. In 
the first place there is a loss to 
the isolated members themselves. 
Tbey have not the benefits ol 
the blessings that the attendance 
upon the public assemblies of 
the church is intended to bestow. 
If they have lamilies, their un- 
converted children are sufferers 
because they are not aurrounded 
by such influences that are de 
sirable in bringing them to 
Christ. The home influence is 
of course not to be ignored. Pi- 
ous and religious parents exert- 
ing a right kind ot home influ- 
ence, will be a powerful incen- 
tive to the children, to keep 
tbem in ihe paths of virtue, but 
being indoctrinated by the par- 
ents in that which they believe 
to be Gospel teaching, it is hard 
for the children to accept and 
adopt the creed of another de- 
nomination and feel good in 
their religious associations; und 
in consequence of their unfortu- 
nate location, they cannot join 
a Brethren church. They have, 
therefore, uo alternative but to 
do that which their conscience 
will hardly permit, or leave un- 
done that which their conscience 
tells them they ought to do. 

The members and their fami- 
lies are not the only sufferers, 
however. The cause itself is 
made to buffer by the unfortu- 
nate arrangement. Many ol the 
churches already organizjd, es- 
pecially in the Western states 
are weak, and sadly med rein- 
forcements. These i-olated mem- 
bers would strengthen them if 
they could be gotten together, 
and even the stronger congrega- 
tions would be made still 
Stronger and more powerful to 
(Jo a good work if they had those 
additional reinforcements. Now 
the question arises, how can this 
matter be remedied? Some sug- 
gest send us a minister and we 
will build up the cause in our 
own neighborhood. This might 
lien good plan, and for some lo- 
calities the best pi. in th»t«ould 


be adopted. It is the plan that 
should be adopted, and we hope 
will, whenever the church be- 
comes strong enough to have a 
good home missionary and 
church exteution fund. But a 
fund for this purpose is indie 
pensible in order to make the 
work succeed. There caa be 
something done in this direction 
by individual effort, but what is 
needed most is a greater concen- 
tration if forces. The stronger 
churches should be made strong- 
er aud a disposition of helpful- 
ness to others cultivated in them, 
and the weaker churches should 
be strengthened by the addition 
of members gathered in from 
among the isolated membership 
of the church. We are aware 
Unit it is not practicable for all 
isolated members to leave their 
present homos, but with many 
this could be done without any 
great sacrifice. The spiritual ad- 
vantages to he gained by a re- 
moval should be balanced against 
everything else ; and the decis- 
ion should be made in lavor of 
the weighty side. Many are the 
temporal, social, and pecuniary 
sacrifices that can be foregone in 
favor of an arrangement that 
will locate worthy members with 
their families in a locality where 
they can have tlm spiritual ad 
vantages afforded by an organ- 
ized church. Many have fursa 
ken privileges they once enjoyed 
and have for some imaginary 
improvement in their condition 
moved where they cannot now, 
or perhaps never again will be 
able to sec ire unto themselves 
such blessings, unless they 
move again. Such should not 
delay the move, and in this way 
retrieve the loss they sustained 
in the first move. It is easier 
for them to move where there is 
a church and a preacher, than 
for the church and the preacher 
to move to them. This is the 
best advice we can give lor the 
present. Tbeluture may bring 
about a more desirable plan 
when the church will be able to 
send a minister to every locality 
where there is a call, and the 
hundreds and thousands of iso- 
lated members now scattered all 
over the United States become 
a nucleus tor so many churches ; 
but it cannot be done at present. 
The most favorable localities 
should be watered, and the un- 
favorable ones should he deserted 
by the members for places where 
they can help to build up the 
cause successfully. 

In this way, we believe, the 
cause of Christ may be greatly 
strengthened and the condition 
of the members whose pitiful 
complaiutscometous for preach- 
ing, aud sanctuary privileges be 
improved ; and it is the beat ad- 
vice that we have to give for the 
present. 


■n several classes ot society. Men 
will condemn the Bible, and 
disprove its teachings, when they 
know no more about It and its 
contents than the cast of the 
Dead wood editor did in the 
above joke. There are thou 
sands of people in this country, 
who do not know that there is an 
historical account ot an army 
being overwhelmed in the Bed 
Sea; and many characters who 
profane the name of Christ, and 
speak it more times in a week 
than the most pious person docs, 
know no more about his charac 
ter, mission and history, than 
heathens do about the composi- 
tion of the stars that compose 
the Milky Way ; and it is not 
only the profane man that is 
faulty in his knowledge ot the 
Scriptures. Many Christians 
have their rule of duty laid up 
on the shelf, instead of in their 
hearts, and tbey take it down, 
probably once or twice a year, 
in order to clean the place where 
it rests. 

It is fashionable to have the 
Bible in the bouse ; but very tew 
seem to have a desire to till their 
minds with it although it is the 
most complete work that man 
ha* ever been allowed to pus- 
Bess and study. It ought to be 
read daily by every perajn. It 
is a ready sympathizer with its 
loyal student, aud provides a 
ready solution ot every combi- 
nation of difficulties that can 
arise. 


called church leaders whose 
leading motive was money, "hyp- 
ocrites !" and twice calls tbem 
"fools and blind" for preferring 
church rules and rites to good- 
ness. Sse Matt. 23rd chapter. 
Yet Christ spoke end was the 
truth. . 


It is said tbat Maxwell, a for- 
eigner, the supposed murderer 
ofPretler,a short time before 
committing the murder, enquired 
what was the penalty for killing 
a man in this country ? He 
wanted to know whether $500 
would let a man out 7 Perhaps 
he got his idea from the 
manner in which saloons are 
licensed in some of the States. 


Gen. Lew Wallace has been 
converted to Christianity through 
the influence of Robert Ingereoll. 
Wallace agreed with IngersoU, 
at first, concerning the humanity 
of Christ, but did not endorse all 
the noted infidel's teachings. In- 
gereoll urged him to investigate. 
Wullace investigated, and 
thought, for four years, and the 
result of it is bis conversion to 
the be lief in the divinity of Christ 
and the inspiration ot the Goa 
pel. The troth bears investiga 
tion. 


know of some selfish interference] 
with the rights of benevolent! 
men, in the disposition of their 
property, which would be j outlay 
punished by such independent 
assertion of rights by the persons 
who have it in their possession. 


A Joke. 

An exchange said the other day 
that the editor of the Dead- 
wood Roarer attended church for 
the first time last Sunday. In 
about an hour he rushed into the 
office, and shouted to the tele- 
graph editor : "How about 
the news from the seat of war V 

"What news?" 

"Why, all this about the 
Egyptian army being drowned 
in the Red Sea. Why, the Gos- 
pel sharp up at the church was 
telling about it just now." 

The story is likely all gratui- 
tous ; but it is an ingenious 
drive at tbe astounding igno 
rancothat exists about the Uible 


Hiislmr's lt#ply to Calvert. 

This week we begin the pub 
li cation, in the Evangelist, ot 
Basbor's reply to Calvert's "Ser- 
mon." We expect to complete 
the insertion in next week's 
Evanqblist. We shall run off a 
large number ol extra copies and 
hope to be able to supply all or- 
ders. 

Calvert's sermon would not 
merit the attention we arc giving 
it but for the fact tbat the man 
and his sermon have been en- 
dorsed by the church to which 
he belongs. The Gospel Musen- 
ger t the acknowledged church 
organ, advertised the sermon as 
a meritorious production by a 
representative man, and we find 
that it has been extensively cir- 
culated among our brethren tor 
the purpose ot doing our cause 
injury. The many faise state- 
ments contaiued therein needed 
correction on this account, and 
this is onr apology for noticing 
such a production. We would 
prefer to meet a man ol better 
character and a logical reason er, 
in a candid discussion ot the 
issue between the Brethren and 
German Baptists, in a gentle- 
manly Christian manner, but we 
must meet what the opposition 
chooses to champion against us 
whether it is a "foeman worthy of 
our steel" or not. We publish 
the extracts from the sermon 
just as they appear in print as 
issued by Calvert's publisher, 
and purposely omitted nothing 
nor did we correct anything. 
11 rot her B. has practically quoted 
the entire sermon. 


Two Arabs appeared on the 
streets of Ashland, one Saturday, 
and attracted much attention by 
their peculiarity of dress. They, 
appearing in the "order" ot their 
native country, were objects of 
peculiar attraction. Although 
healthy, strong men, their only 
object at this place, seemed to be 
to beg a living. They Bhould be 
taught to work for a living and 
wear clothes cut after tbe Ameri- 
can fashion, which would cause 
tbem to be less attractive in one 
way, but far more attractive and 
useful according to the true 
standard. 


We have calls at this office 
from;German Baptists for Ger- 
man Baptist Rules. They tell 
us their preachers tell them, that 
they must obey the rules or be 
expelled ; but when tbey iibk 
tbem for those rules, they can- 
not produce them. We cannot 
supply this call unless we know 
of the surroundings. 

There is nothing more uncer- 
tain in their application than 
G. B. rules. The rules them- 
selves are elastic, like India 
Rubber, and the consciences ol 
those who eu force them, must 
correspond with the rules in 
elasticity, A copy of the rules 
would be of no avail unless it 
were accompanied by a profile 
of tbe consciences of the rulers. 


The New Postage Law. 
We give be lev the provisions or the 
bill enacted at tbe close of tbe session 
of Congress, making changes in the , 
postal laws and establishing a new I 
feature for the speedy delivery of pos- 
tal matter requiring haste. Tbe chan- 
ges take effect the first of July. 

Firet-The weight of all alnglirate 
letters la increased from one-half ounce 
each or fraction thereof, to one ounce 
each or fraction thereof. The sanfe 
increase of weight Is allowed for drop- 
etters, whether mailed at stations 
where there Is a free delivery or where 
carrier service is not established. 

Second— All newspapers sent from 
the office of publication, including 
sample copies, or when seat from a 
news agency to actual subscribers 
thereto, or to other news agents, shall 
be entitled to transmission at the rate 
one cent per pound or fraction thereof, 
the postage to be prepaid. This is a 
reduction of one-half from existing 
rates. 

Third— Any article in a newspaper 
or other publication may be marked 
for observation except by written or 
printed words, without increase of 
postage. 

Fourth— A special stamp of the 
value of ten cents may be Issued which 
when attached to a letter, in udditloE 
to the lawrul postage thereon, shall en- 
title the letter to Immediate delivery 
at any place containing 4,000 popula- 
tion or over, according to the Federal 
ceuaus, within the carrier limit or any 
free delivery ollice, or within one mile 
from the post-office or any other post- 
office coming within tlie provisions of 
this law whist may, in like manner, 
be designated as a special delivery 
office. Tbe law provides that nuu.li 
specially stamped letters shall be de- 
livered between 7 o'clock a, u. and 
midnight , that a book ahull be pro- 
vided in which tlie person to whom 
the letter is addressed shall aokunwl. 
edge its receipt , that messengers for 
Mils special delivery are to be paid SO 
percent, of race value of all the stain ps'-j 
received and recorded In a month, pro- 
vided that the aggregate, compensa- 
tion paid to any one person for Bucb 
service shall uot exceed $30 per mouth, 
and provides further that the regula- 
tions for the delivery of these specially 
stamped letters shall in no way Inter- 
fere with the prompt delivery of let- 
ters as provided by existing law or 
regulations. 

From ibis it will be seen that on and 
after the 1st of July next a letter 
weighing .one ounee [instead of bait 
ounce, as at present) may be sent for , 
a single rate of two cents ; and for 
each additional ounce or fraction 
thereof an additional two- cent Stamp 
will be required. 


The article, "Isolated Mem- 
bers," in this week's issue, bus 
been in type for tbe last few 
weeks, but was crowded out. We 
now notice that brother McFaden 
has also something to say on this 
subject in his correspondence. It 
is a matter that should attract 
general attention. 

"Hypocrites." — Our Savior, 
eight times In a single chapter, 


An instance of greed and sel- 
fishness aud its signal pa nishment 
came to light in Windham Co., 
Conn., lately, by a justice ot tbe 
peace divulging a scene that oc- 
cur) ed at the bedside of a dying 
man of that place. Be called in 
tbe 'Squire, to whom he dictated 
his vrill in the presence of his wife 
and daughters. After very gen- 
erously providing for those he 
directed that $500 should be 
given to his sister. The wife ana 
daughter remonstrated angrily. 
Quietly tbe sick man said, "Make 
it f 1,000 for my sister." Another 
protest from the grasping pair. 
"Make it $1,500, coolly said the 
testastor. "You shall not !" 
shouted the women. "Make it 
$2,000," said the will-maker, 
serenely, and here the ladies con 
eluded to hold their !ongues. We 


Tub Pdlpu Tkkasory for Hay 
presents a well-supplied table of oon. 
tents. Rev. Dr. Behreuds of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., occupies the first place. 
His portrait, sermon, view of his 
Church and sketch of his life, give a 
clear, definite, and very satisfactory 
idea of the man and uf his work. Prof. 
Simon of Edluburg contributes a capi- 
tal sermon on the Law of Spiritual 
Interaction ; Dr. Talmage one for Dec- 
oration Day ; Di . Peters an Exposi- 
tory Lecture, and Rev. Q. E. Horr a 
discourse Tor a Charitable Service. 

Leading Thought of Sermons are by 
Mr. Lang, Henderson, It I vers, Mur- 
rlBh, Mem, Muraell. and Mar-Ewan. 
Ths Benediction ia ably treated by 
Prof. D. Demorest, D D. ; Dv.irce, 
by Dr. J. 8. Van Dyke; Treatment o; , 
Criminals, by Prof. A. MiicKuight, >| 
D. D. ; Evangelical Protest nut Mm, by 
Prof. T. Croakery, D. D. ; i Uiti itequi- 
sites for a Public Speaker, by i'lof. J, 
A. Broadne. r>. D. ; Christian Ufa in 
the Moutebold, by Dr. T. McCullach ; 
Light on the Internatlonnl Lessons, by 
Dr. O. Draper ; Testimonies in Pray, 
er-nieetitig, by Rev. S. Baker ; Nerv- 
ous Derangements, by Prof. A. L. 
Kanne.. M. D ; The Church's Great- 
est Need, by Dr. A. F. Pierson ; Scotch 
Missions in Central Africa, by Prof. 
H. Urn minor nl. Articles by the Editor, 
and others on Feed My Lambs, The 
Moahite Stone, etc., make up a num- 
ber o f u n ua ual e scell ei ce. 
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